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Trevor’s interest in butterflies and moths was
aroused during a war time sojourn in Washington
DC. As a former student of Estyn Evans at the
Queen’s University of Belfast, his environmental
interests were multifaceted. He was founding
Chairman of Butterfly Conservation (Northern
Ireland) and fulfilled many responsibilities
including Butterfly Recorder and Newsletter Editor.
The latter activities gave him the opportunity to use
his skill as a statistician in the analysis of the
butterfly records received. Equally, he was an active
member of The Belfast Naturalists’ Field Club in
which he held a variety of offices and led numerous
field excursions. His interests in natural history
were complemented by his meteorological expertise
and first hand knowledge of our climate. For more
than 50 years, assisted by his wife Heather, data was
collected daily from the weather station in their
garden at Helen’s Bay and this contribution to
public service and science was recognised by the
award of a MBE in 2003.
T R E V O R D E M P S T E R B O Y D MBE FRM ET S

has a longstanding interest in the
environment. He is a former President of The
Dublin Naturalists’ Field Club and the Botanical
Society of the British Isles Recorder for Counties
Dublin and North Tipperary.
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D E I R D R E H A R D I M A N has a medical background
and an interest in nature photography. These
activities have led to a keen interest in the anatomy,
physiology and depiction of insects.
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H E I N F O R M AT I O N received by the
authors from several hundred
recorders, during their
coordination of butterfly recording
during a fifteen year survey period (19952009) of all the butterflies of Ireland, is
central to this book. The data collected
has provided unique detail on the
distribution of Irish butterflies and on
when and where they may be seen. The
book contains some 350 photographs,
drawings, maps and charts. All thirty
four species of butterfly regularly seen in
Ireland with their eggs, larvae and pupae
are described. The rarer vagrant
butterflies to our shores are also
illustrated.
The various chapters include a history
of the study of butterflies in Ireland,
geology, soils and climate, conservation,
gardening for butterflies, species
accounts, sites of interest and a number
of appendices with supplementary
information including a bibliography.
Unique to this publication is the chapter
on The Butterfly as an Insect which
illustrates and details the behaviour,
function and form of the butterfly. So
there is information for every reader,
from the beginner wishing to identify a
passing butterfly to the person seeking
further detailed information.
The ongoing losses of bog and seminatural habitat are a major cause of
concern for this fascinating aspect of
Ireland’s heritage. There are eight
species of butterfly on the Northern
Ireland (UK) Priority List, whereas in the
Republic of Ireland the only legally
protected species is the Marsh Fritillary
which is designated as a consequence of
the Bern Convention and the Habitat
Directives.
Both The Dublin Naturalists’ Field
Club and Butterfly Conservation (NI) are
continuing their recording schemes for
Ireland’s butterflies.

T

